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an immediate Six-Power Conference with Britain,
France, Poland, Roumania and Turkey. While pro-
posals and counter-proposals were  made,  Hitler
acted yet again.   On March 21st he delivered an
ultimatum to Lithuania demanding the return of
Memel to the Reich, and two days later, arriving by
the battleship Deutschland, made a triumphal entry
into that city. At the same time his trade agreement
with Roumania was signed. The immediate impres-
sion was that Bucharest had handed over her econo-
mic sovereignty to Germany, but further examination
suggested that King Carol and his Government had
just managed to keep their heads above water. All
the same on March 27th M. Gafencu, the Foreign
Minister, asserted that "the fate of our country is at
stake/' and the view taken of Roumanians position
and prospects in Whitehall was not a reassuring one.
Mussolini had just made a sinister reference to
Italian interests in the Adriatic in addition to up-
holding his claims against France, and it was felt in
well-informed quarters that Hitler must be about to
make another putsch somewhere soon* The absorp-
tion of Prague and Memel meant within a mere week
great increase in German power on Poland's northern
and southern frontiers.  When these coups were at
once followed by German troop movements on a
considerable scale, and the sudden, though all too
familiar Press onslaughts, an immediate invasion of
Poland was generally expected.

With Lithuania neutral and Slovakia occupied,
with talk of "intolerable terror" in the Polish
Corridor, and with vast German armies in strategic
positions, the British Cabinet, after three momentous
emergency meetings, decided that the guarantee to
Poland had by now become a primary British interest.
In effect, the Cabinet had decided that Hitler's next
victim, whatever country it might be, in whatever